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Presiding Bishop 
RUBEN SAENZ JR. 

CENTRAL TEXAS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Ruben Saenz Jr. is a native of south Texas 
and lifelong United Methodist. He was elected 
bishop in 2016 at the South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference and assigned to the 
Great Plains Conference, based in Topeka, 
Kansas. In 2022, he was additionally assigned 
as the resident bishop of the Central Texas 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. In 
his role as episcopal leader, Bishop Saenz 
basis his leadership on the four pillars of a 
robust ministry and witness for Jesus Christ in 
the Wesleyan tradition: Love God; proclaim 
Christ; serve others, especially the poor; and 
seek justice. 

 
Bishop Saenz is a graduate of Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches, Texas, 
and a former high school teacher, high school football coach, and businessperson. He earned his 
Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry degrees from Perkins School of Theology at Southern 
Methodist University. He served congregations in East Dallas, Oak Cliff, Dallas, El Paso, and 
Edinburg, Texas. El Buen Pastor (The Good Shepherd) in Edinburg, Texas, was the largest 
Hispanic- American United Methodist Church in the country during his 10-year pastoral tenure. 
As a pastor, he focused his ministry on intentional spiritual practice and formation, developing 
a lay apostolate, and equipping people with tools and encouragement to move out of generational 
poverty. 

 
In 2010, he was appointed to serve as the Southwest Texas Conference director of 
congregational and new church development, and he helped start 11 new churches 
before being appointed director of conference connectional ministries and executive 
director of the Rio Texas Conference’s Mission Vitality Center in January 2015. In that role, 
he oversaw the conference’s missional strategies and objectives for congregational vitality, 
starting new churches, clergy and lay leadership vitality, uniting people, and transforming 
communities. 

 
He enjoys drawing and painting landscapes with various mediums, endurance cycling and 
hi-intensity interval training, fishing and golfing, aromatic and flavorful cups of coffee from 
different regions of the world, visiting new places, meeting new people, and watching NFL 
football. He has a growing interest in writing for publication, Meso/South American 
civilizations, Abraham Lincoln’s presidency, and faith that does justice. 

 
Bishop Saenz is married to Mayé. They have four adult children, all active in the life of The 
United Methodist Church. Two of their sons, Aaron, and Ruben III, serve as pastors of growing 
congregations in the Rio Texas Conference. He and Mayé have nine grandchildren. 
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Conference Preacher 
BISHOP SHARMA LEWIS 
VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis, resident bishop of the Richmond episcopal 
area, became the first African American woman to be elected bishop 
in the Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church in 
2016. 

Prior to her episcopal assignment, she held a distinguished record of 
service in the North Georgia Conference including her appointment as 
district superintendent of the Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford District in 2010. 
In 2007, Bishop Lewis’ remarkable pastoral leadership at Wesley 
Chapel, a three-year tenure, led to over 600 new and restored 
members and worship attendance doubled. While there, her visibility 
as a strong spiritual and pastoral leader propelled her into numerous 
leadership roles in the local community, including Hands on Henry 
County and Many Hearts, Many Hands McDonough. Her ministry here 

culminated as she received the Harry Denman Award for Evangelism in 2010 as well as the G. Ross 
Freeman Leadership Award. Prior to these roles, Bishop Lewis was appointed in 1999 as the associate 
(and subsequently senior associate) pastor of the 8,000-member Ben Hill United Methodist Church in 
Atlanta and as senior pastor of the Powers Ferry UMC, a cross-racial assignment in Marietta, Ga. 

Bishop Lewis has offered her gifts to The United Methodist Church in a variety of ways. She is 
currently the Vice and Personnel Chair of the Gammon Theological Seminary Board of Trustees. She is 
a member of the Black Clergywomen and Black Methodist for Church Renewal (BMCR) of The United 
Methodist Church. Bishop Lewis has also been appointed as the liaison to the Interagency Sexual 
Ethics Task Force (IASETF), a taskforce of the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women. 
She serves on the Board of Governors for Wesley Theological Seminary and as ex-officio of the five 
United Methodist colleges in the Virginia Conference. She is also a member of the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction (SEJ) Committee on Coordination and Accountability (CCA) and a member of the Study 
Commission Ministry (GBHEM). The North Georgia Annual Conference honored Bishop Lewis by 
electing her as the first African American female to lead the delegation to the 2012 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences. In 2015, she was once again voted to lead the delegation to the 2016 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 

Bishop Lewis was born and raised in Statesboro, Ga. in a loving Methodist family where individuals 
have answered God’s call to serve the church and to minister to God’s people. A graduate of Mercer 
University (B.S., Biology, 1985), the University of West Georgia (M.S., Biology, 1988) and Gammon 
Theological Seminary at the Interdenominational Theological Center (M.Div., 1999), Bishop Lewis 
worked as a research biologist and chemist prior to surrendering to God’s call upon her life. She has 
led mission experiences to Jamaica, Kenya, and the Philippines. 

Bishop Lewis is the recipient of the Wesleyan Theological Society Award and the Scouting Silver 
Torch Award. She is the recipient of the 2014 Gammon Theological Seminary Distinguished Alumna 
and Trailblazer Award given by The National Coalition of 100 Black Women Inc., Metropolitan 
Atlanta Chapter. Bishop Lewis is a member of the Atlanta Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority. She has received the Delta Sigma Theta Pinnacle and Torch Award. She is the author of 
Journey to Transformation (2020, 2021 and 2022 Lenten Study). 
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Conference Teachers 
ALEX & HANNAH ABSALOM 

LONG BEACH, CA 

Alex and Hannah Absalom have been in church 
leadership since 1994 serving in a wide range 
of settings - from church plants to 
megachurches. Originally from England (Alex 
was ordained in the Church of England), Alex 
and Hannah were called as missionaries to 
America in 2007 and have served in churches 
in Oklahoma City, NE Ohio, and Long Beach 
CA. 

 
From their days in Europe onwards, they have 
coached, taught and equipped large numbers 
of churches and leaders. They focus on 
equipping people in three areas: to be 

Disciple-Makers, On Mission, and Naturally Supernatural. In August 2018 the Absalom’s planted The 
Dandelion Project (dandelionresourcing.com), which focuses on naturally supernatural discipleship 
and mission via a multiplying network of Home Churches who seek to reveal God’s Kingdom 
everywhere people are. 

 
Alex and Hannah have personally crafted effective disciple-making and leadership pipelines, 
overseen the starting of more than 110 mid-sized missional communities, and empowered numerous 
individuals with Biblical teaching and practices that enable them to operate in the power of the 
Spirit wherever they live, work and play. They have also spoken to thousands of leaders from an 
incredibly diverse spectrum of backgrounds, contexts, and denominations and in a wide-range of 
settings, such as local churches, at conferences and through training resources. 

 
Hannah is committed to investing in Millennials, raising up women leaders, and helping families live 
as missionaries in their neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces. Alex is an unusually practical (and 
funny!) teacher and coach, who brings strategic insight and much hard-won experience from the 
front lines. 

 
Currently the couple live in Long Beach, CA and have three cheeky but charming young adult sons. 
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June12, 2022 
An interpreter for the hearing impaired is located near the front of the worship area. 

Please ask an usher if you need assistance. Please silence all mobile devices. 
 

Pre-Service Music The Gathering Band 

Prelude Child of Love 
The Gathering Band 

*Call to Worship – Psalm 100 Rev. Brenda Brooks-Alexander 
 

The congregation will read the bold text 
 

Leader: Lord, your dreams are always larger than ours; 

People: Set our minds on the things that are above, not on the things of earth. 

Leader: Grow our imaginations, God; help us to reimagine discipleship; 

People: Raise our eyes above the familiar and the safe; set our minds on the things 
of the Kingdom! 

 
 

*Opening Hymn Come Thou Fount 
The Gathering Band 

Welcome & Greeting 

*A Litany of Imagination 

Prayer 

Rev. Lance Marshall 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Clifton Howard 

Anthem Graves Into Gardens 
The Gathering Band 
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Introduction of Conference Preacher 
Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 
Resident Bishop of Virginia Annual Conference 

Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 

 
 
 
 

Scripture Luke 9:23-26, (NIV) Rev. Carly Payne 

23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone 
to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed 
of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory 
and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 

 
 

Message “Are You the Faithful Follower?” Bishop Sharma Lewis 

 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 
Rev. Tim Bruster 

*Benediction 
 

Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 

Postlude 
 

The Gathering Band 
 
 

 

The Gathering Band is… 

DaveAlvarado 

Rick Bettinger 

Tim Burch 

Clint Church 

Clark Meador 

Alison Turner 

Lance Will 
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An interpreter for the hearing impaired is located near the front of the worship area. 

Please ask an usher if you need assistance. 
Please silence mobile devices. 

 
Opening Hymn Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  UMH #89 

Greetings & Opening Prayer  Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 

The congregation will read the bold text 
 

Bishop: We come together as the Church to offer praise and thanksgiving to God, to hear 
the Holy Word, and to seek for ourselves and others the power, presence, and direction of 
the Holy Spirit. Let us pray. 

 
People: Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit you gave to your apostles many 
excellent gifts. Give your grace to all servants of your Church that we may with diligence and 
faithfulness fulfill our various ministries. Grant that we, your people, may follow where you 
lead and live in joyful obedience to your will; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
Recognition of our Common Ministry 

Leader: Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God and given to 
each Christian as vocation. Through baptism all Christians are made part of the 
priesthood of all believers, the Church made visible in the world. God in Christ 
through the Holy Spirit empowers us to live as witness of God’s grace and love. 
We are to bear witness in and through the life of the Church and to be faithful 
in our daily lives. Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call 
upon all God’s people gathered here: Remember your baptism and be thankful. 

People: We remember our baptism and affirm our common ministry. 

Recognition of the Retiring Class of 2022 

Leader: Brothers and sisters in Christ, at your ordination you received authority to 
serve the world, to read the Holy Scriptures, to preach the Word, to serve and 
celebrate the Sacraments and to order the life of the Church. 

At your consecration you received authority to equip the people of God, and to 
embody the unity of the congregation’s worship and life with its life in the world. 
By God’s grace you did many things that seemed to be above your power. Never 
think lightly of the greater good that God has wrought through you. Continue to 
be true to your calling. May God’s love and power be with you always. 

Payton Mafileo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Darlene Alfred 
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The 2022 Central Texas Conference Retirement Class 
Dara Emerson Austin 
Timothy Keith Bruster 

Mary Gean Cope 
Debra Crumpton 
Raul R. Gutierrez 

John Brooks Harrington 
David Douglas Leach 
Michael Harry Love 
Howard Hill Martin 

Michael Edward Ramsdell 
Richard A. Reed 

Steven Mark Winter 
Robyn S. Young 

Let us pray together. 

People: God of grace, you fill your servants with your vision and empower them 
with your Spirit. We give thanks for the ministry of these women and men, and for 
the ways in which you have ministered to us through them. Give them a sense of 
your abiding presence, that they may continue to love and serve you, and grow 
in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading – Psalm 121 Rev. Bryan Dalco 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills – from where will my help come? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
3 God will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4 God who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
6 The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all evil; God will keep your life. 
8 The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore. 

Reflection 
 

Scripture Reading – Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12 Rev. Beth Evers 
1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 
2 My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 

3 Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, 
at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

4 Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. 
10 For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper 

in the house of my God than live in the tents of wickedness. 
11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor. 

No good thing does the LORD Withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
12 O LORD of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you. 

 
Reflection 
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A Poem for the 2022 Retiring Class Rev. Tomeca Richardson 
 

Hymn Tú Has Venido a la Orilla UMH #344 
(Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore) vs. 1-3 (Spanish & English) 

 

Blessing of the Retirees from the Central Texas Conference Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 
 

Bishop: We celebrate in the presence of God, the ministry of these retirees who have loved 
with their whole hearts, souls, minds, and with all their strength. We celebrate the faithful 
ways they have lived out the call to make disciples, to baptize, to teach, and to lead. We offer 
our thanksgiving, our love, our support and our prayers for them in their retirement as they 
transition into a new phase of ministry. 

People: We thank God for the community of the faithful in which the Word of God found 
response. We have witnessed the grace by which you have lived; we testify to your 
faithfulness to God’s call upon your life; and we thank God for your service and vision. 

Bishop: Never think lightly of the great good that God has wrought through you. Continue to 
be true to your calling. May God’s love and power be with you always. 

People: God of truth and knowledge, by your wisdom we are taught the way and the truth. 
Bless these people here as they continue on in another direction of discipleship. 

Bishop: We thank you for those who taught and worked beside them, and all who supported 
them along the way. 

People: Walk with them as they continue to proclaim your love and continue to feed your 
sheep in new ways. 

Bishop: Take away their anxiety and confusion of purpose. 

People: Strengthen their many talents and skills, instill in them a confidence in the future 
you plan for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Response of the Retirement Class of 2022 

 
Retirees: We thank you, our sisters and brothers, for the love, kindness, and support. 
We are grateful for the ministry we have shared together. With joy we recall what we 
accomplished with God’s help, and with sadness those dreams not yet fulfilled. We ask 
your forgiveness for mistakes made and expectations not met. 

 
People: We offer our forgiveness and celebrate all that God has accomplished among us. 
We are grateful for your ministry and for your influence on our lives. We ask your 
forgiveness for mistakes made and for expectations not met. 

 
Retirees: We receive your gratitude and offer forgiveness. 

 
People: We bless you as you begin your retirement and minister in new places with 
new people. 
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Closing Hymn “This is a Day of New Beginnings” UMH #383 
vs. 1-4 

 
Blessing from the Commissioning and Ordination Class of 2022 

 

Candidates: For everything there is a season, a time for every matter under heaven. So, too, 
is there a time for movement, new adventure, and fields of service to be remembered and 
celebrated. With love, we send you forth in the spirit of John Wesley: May the world be your 
parish. Go into the world and respond to the love of Christ in all you do. Live out the 
retirement God has given you. 

 
Retirees: For everything there is a season, a time for every matter under heaven. So, too, 
is there a time for movement, new adventure, and fields of service just beginning. With love, 
we send you forth in the spirit of John Wesley: May the world be your parish. May you be 
channels for God’s mercy, grace, and peace to the world wherever you serve! 

 
All: For the ministry of all believers, we give thanks. Amen. 

 

Postlude “Hymn of Joy” Albert L. Travis 
Peggy Graff, Organ 

 
 

Liturgy adapted from The United Methodist Book of Worship 
©1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 
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Pleasesilence all mobile devices. 

 
Prelude Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne Dietrich Buxtehude 

Peggy Graff, Organ 
 

The congregation will read the bold text. 
*Call to Worship Rev. Danny Tenney 

 
Leader: We could only imagine what it would be like; 

People: To be set apart for this sacred task; to be called into ministry. 

Leader: Yet we are God’s masterpiece, lay and clergy, 

People: Created anew in Christ Jesus to do the good works God has prepared in 
advance for us. 

Leader: Tonight, visions come to fruition and dreams become reality; 
 

People: Now let us re-imagine what God has in store for us. Thanks be to God! 
 
 

*Processional 
 
 
*Hymn How Firm A Foundation UMH #545 

*Greetings & Opening Prayer Rev. Bryan Dalco 
 

We come together to praise God, to hear the Holy Word, and to seek for ourselves and others 
the power, presence and direction of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Let us pray. 

 
People: Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit you gave to your apostles 
many excellent gifts. Give your grace to all servants of your church, that we may with 
diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various ministries. Grant that we your people 
may follow where you lead, perfect our ministries and live in joyful obedience 
to your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
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Recognition of Common Ministry and Reaffirmation of Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 
the Baptismal Covenant 

 
Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. Through baptism all Christians are made 
part of the priesthood of all believers, the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world. We 
all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption of the human family and the 
whole of creation. 
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call upon all God’s people gathered here: 

As water is poured the Bishop says: 
 

Remember you are baptized and be thankful. 
 

People: We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry. Thanks be to God! 
 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 
*Candidates stand as their name is read 

 
Bishop Saenz: Who presents these candidates to be ordained, commissioned or recognized? 

Darlene Alfred, Conference Lay Leader: Would all laity stand and join in saying: 

People: We have recommended them in our local congregations. We present them with 
our prayers and support. 

 
Rev. Bryan Dalco, Chairperson, Board of Ordained Ministry: Would all members of the 
Board of Ordained Ministry stand and join in saying: 

 
Board of Ordained Ministry: We have examined these candidates according to the 
standards of our Discipline and the Central Texas Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. We present them with our prayers and support. 

 
Rev. Erin Jackson, Order of Deacons Chair: Would all Deacons in Full Connection stand and 
join in saying: 

 
Deacons in Full Connection: We present Lori Silverstri for ordination as deacon. We present 
her with our prayers and support 

 
Rev. Estee Valendy, Order of Elders Chair: Would all Elders in Full Connection stand and 
join in saying: 

 
Elders in Full Connection: We present Kevin Anderson, Deborah Creagh, Thomas Mitchell, 
Carly Payne, and Ramiro Rodriguez for ordination as elder. We present them with our prayers 
and support. 

 
Rev. Eric Douglas, Candidacy Registrar: Would all members of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry stand and join in saying: 
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Board of Ordained Ministry: We present Julian Hobdy, San-ky Kim, Faiana Prescott-Funaki, 
Brandie Spletzer, and John Rudolph Villamor for commissioning as provisional members 
preparing for ordained ministry as elders, and Samuel Hamann who is preparing for 
ordained ministry as deacon. We present them with our prayers and support. 

 
We also present Brenda Brooks-Alexander, Josh Pruett, and Dennis Rejeck for 
Recognition as Associate Members. We present them with our prayers and 
support. 

 
Affirmation of Candidates Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 

 
After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the bishop says: 

These persons are by God’s grace to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized for set apart 
Ministry in Christ’s Holy Church. Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them have 
discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian character, possess the 
necessary signs of God’s grace, and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, they believe them to be duly called to serve God. 

 
We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the ordination, commissioning, 
or recognition of these persons. 

Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized? 

People: We do! Thanks be to God! 
 

Will you uphold them in their ministry? 

People: With God’s help, we will. 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 

Anthem A Gaelic Blessing 
 

Reading of the Word Luke 9:57-62 

Arr. John Rutte 
Choral Union–Thomas Williams, Director 

 
Rev. Daniel So 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” 
But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, “Let 
The dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my 
home.” 62 And Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back 
is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 
 

Message “Plowing Through The Messy Meadow” Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 
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Offertory Prayer Dr. Clifton Howard 
This year the conference offering will be received to support the hundreds of thousands of 
Ukrainian refugees displaced by the Russian invasion of the neighboring and sovereign country 
of Ukraine. We have seen heartbreaking images of unimaginable suffering, death, and 
devastation. In his Lenten appeal for peace, Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr, referred to this passage in 
the Book of Discipline: “We deplore war and urge the peaceful settlement of all disputes among 
nations. From the beginning, the Christian conscience has struggled with the harsh realities of 
violence and war, for these evils clearly frustrate God’s loving purposes for humankind. We yearn 
for the day when there will be no more war and people will live together in peace and justice.” 
(⁋164.I). You are encouraged to give generously during our time of offering, as we faithfully and 
generously respond to Jesus’ commandment to love God and love neighbor. Together we can 
make a difference in the lives of our Ukrainian brothers and sisters in Christ. Thank you for your 
generous support. 

 

Offertory Anthem 

 
Doxology 

Festival Piece on “St Anne” Eugene Butler 
Choral Union–Thomas Williams, Director 
 

UMH #94 
 

GENERAL EXAMINATION 
The candidates and all clergy stand and the bishop addresses them. 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to an ordained, commissioned or 
recognized status in set apart ministry. The church now confirms your calling. As ordained or 
commissioned ministers and associate members, you are to be coworkers with all the people of 
God: With laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional members, diaconal ministers, 
deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors, with all who serve God in the Church. 
Remember, you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church 
and no other, to look after the concerns of God above all. So we may know you believe 
yourselves to be called by God and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you: Do you 
believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry? 

I do so believe. 

Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as your 
Lord and Savior? 

I do so believe and confess. 

Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things 
necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative 
standard for the church’s faith and life? 

I am so persuaded, by God’s grace. 

Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of 
the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you? 

I will, with the help of God. 

Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ? 

I will, with the help of God. 

Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to 
participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice and freedom for 
all people? 

I will, with the help of God. 
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Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, 
doctrine and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and 
committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, and to the bishop and 
those who are appointed to supervise your ministry? 

I will, with the help of God. 
 

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the life of 
the order, [fellowship, or membership] into which you are ordained, commissioned, received 
or recognized? Will you give yourself to God through the order [or fellowship] in order to sustain 
and build each other up in prayer, study, worship and service under the rule of life set forth 
in the vows you take this day? 

I will, with the help of God. 

May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them, 
that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection. 

Amen. 
Candidates remain standing. The Bishop calls the people to pray. 

Let us offer a few moments of silent prayer for these persons to be commissioned, ordained, and 
recognized by God and the Church. 

The people pray in silence, and the Bishop concludes: 

We give you thanks, Living God, that in your great love you sent Jesus Christ, your only 
begotten Son, to take the form of a servant of all. You have taught us, by His word and example, 
that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all. 

Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry. Make 
them faithful pastors, patient teachers, humble servants and wise counselors. Enable them to 
serve without reproach, to proclaim the gospel of salvation and to offer with all your people 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn Jesus Calls Us UMH 398 

During the hymn, those being commissioned come forward. 
 

Examination of Provisional Members 
The Bishop examines the candidates for commissioning: 

 
A provisional member is bound to the service of God, appointed and supervised by the bishop 
and guided by ordained and lay colleagues in the Board of Ordained Ministry, as they continue 
to grow in grace and to practice and perfect their skills in the ministries to which they may later 
be ordained as deacon or elder. This is the rule of life and work of a provisional member. Do you 
believe that God has called you to continue your preparation toward ordained ministry in this way? 

I do so believe. 

Will you join with other provisional members for mutual support in the practice of leadership 
among the people of God? 

With God’s help, I will. 
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Commissioning 
[Name], I commission you to be a faithful servant leader among the people, to proclaim the good news 
of Jesus Christ, to announce the reign of God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Hymn O Jesus, I Have Promised UMH 396, vrs.1 

 
                              During the music, those being commissioned may return to their seats. 

Those to be recognized as associate members come forward. 

 

Recognition of Associate Members 
Persons to be recognized as associate members may now stand and present themselves before 

the bishop and the congregation 
 

You have served among us faithfully as local pastors, demonstrating your commitment to 
accept and uphold the doctrine, liturgy and discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
under the appointment of the bishop. You have now fulfilled the requirements and been 
elected by the clergy session of this annual conference as associate members. We rejoice 
that you have been called to serve among us, and pray that God may guide your ministry. 

 
The candidate kneels as the Bishop prays over him. 

 
[Name], we now recognize you as an Associate Member in the United Methodist Church. 

 
Hymn O Jesus, I Have Promised                               UMH 396, vrs.2 

 
During the music, those who are being recognized as Associate Members may return to their seats. 

The Deacon candidates come forward. 

 
Examination of Deacon Candidates 

The Bishop addresses the Deacon candidates, saying: 

A deacon is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood, to relate the life of the community 
to its service in the world, to lead others into Christian discipleship, to nurture disciples for 
witness and service, to lead in worship, to teach and proclaim God’s Word, to assist elders and 
appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, to interpret to the church the 
world’s hurts and hopes, to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed, 
and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice, liberation and reconciliation, 
especially in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice. 

This is the rule of life and work of a deacon. Do you believe that God has called you to the life 
and work of a Deacon? 

I do so believe. 

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the Order of 
Deacons? Will you give yourself to God through the Order of Deacons in order to sustain 
and build each other up in prayer, study, worship and service? 

I will, with the help of God, and with the help of my sisters and brothers in the Order of Deacons. 
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Laying on of Hands for Deacons 
Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands. 

One by one the candidates go to the bishop and kneel. While the hands are imposed, the Bishop prays: 

Almighty God, pour upon [name of candidate] the Holy Spirit for the office and work of a Deacon. 
[Name of Candidate], take authority as a Deacon to proclaim the Word of God and to lead God’s 
people to serve the world. 

After the laying on of hands and prayer for the Holy Spirit, those being ordained as deacons will receive a stole. 
 

Hymn O Jesus, I Have Promised UMH 396, vrs.3 
 

During the music, those who are being ordained Deacon may return to their seats. 
 The Elder candidates come forward. 

 

Examination of Elder Candidates 
The Bishop examines the Elder candidate(s), saying: 

An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church: to preach and 
teach the Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion; to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; to lead persons to faith 
inJesus Christ; to exercise pastoral supervision, to order the life of the congregation and 
the connection, to counsel the troubled, and declare the forgiveness of sin; to lead the 
people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world; to seek justice, peace, and 
freedom for all people; and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church 
and in service in and to the community. This is the rule of life and work of an elder. Do 
you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder? 

I do so believe. 

Will you, for the sake of the Church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the Order of 
Elders? Will you give yourself to God through the Order of Elders in order to sustain and build 
each other up in prayer, study, worship and service? 

 

I will, with the help of God, and the help of my sisters and brothers in the Order of Elders. 
 

Laying on of Hands for Elders 
Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands. 

One by one the candidates go to the bishop and kneel. While the hands are imposed, the Bishop prays: 

Almighty God, pour upon [name of candidate] the Holy Spirit for the office and work of an Elder. 
[Name of Candidate], take authority as an Elder in The United Methodist Church to preach the 
Word of God and to administer the Holy Sacraments. 

 
After the laying on of hands and prayer for the Holy Spirit, those being 

ordained as Elders will receive a stole 
 

 
Hymn O Jesus, I Have Promised UMH 396, vrs.4 

During the music, those who are being ordained Elder may return to their seats. 
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SENDING FORTH 
*Dismissal with Blessing Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 

 

    Let us pray. We thank you, gracious God, for raising up among us faithful servants. Clothe them 
  with your righteousness, and grant that we, with them, may glorify you by giving ourselves to  
    others through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy    
    Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all that you do. 

 
People: We are sent in Christ’s name. Thanks be to God! Amen! 

Recessional Lord, You Give the Great Commission UMH #584 
 

Postlude Finale Jubilante by Healy Willan 
Peggy Graff, Organ 

 

The Symbols of Commissioning and Ordination 
 
 

In the service of commissioning and ordination, the primary sign and act is the laying on of hands. The 
laying on of hands is an ancient practice continuing through the life of the Church. Beginning in the 
Acts of the Apostles, we find Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius and Saul being led by the Holy Spirit, and the 
church in Antioch responded. “Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent 
them off.” (Acts 13:3) The laying on of hands and prayer invoke the Spirit to be active in the person 
for the office to which God has called them. 

 
To all those being commissioned, a copy of The United Methodist Book of Worship is given. The gift of The 
United Methodist Book of Worship reminds those commissioned as Elder and Deacon that they are called 
to lead the faithful in worship. 

 
Those being ordained receive a stole. The stole historically reminded those being ordained that they 
are yoked to Christ as a servant to the Church. 

 
These symbols of ordination and commissioning are visual reminders given by the Church to remind 
each one called to ordained ministry of God’s intimate call on their life. It is by the grace of God 
these individuals have been called to serve Christ’s holy Church in ordered ministry. 
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Faiana Prescott Funaki 
College: Mesa Community College Grand Canyon University 
Seminary: Perkins School of Theology 
Home Church: Wm C. Martin UMC 
Presently Serving: Wm C. Martin UMC 
Spouse: 
Children: 

Moala Funaki 
Malia-GraceFunaki 

 

Samuel Drewes Hamann 
College: Texas Christian University 
Seminary: Brite Divinty School 
Home Church: University UMC 
Presently Serving: The Center for Nonprofit Management 
Spouse: 
Children: 

Berkeley Hamann 
Ford Hamann, Baird Hamann 

 

Julian Hobdy 
College: Texas Wesleyan University 
Seminary: Perkins School of Theology 
Home Church: First Methodist Mansfield 

Presently Serving: First Methodist Mansfield 

Spouse: Jocelyn Hobdy 
Children:  Mya Caleb, Joi Hobdy, 

Jordyn Hobdy 
 

San-ky Kim 
College: Australian National 

University/Curtis Institute of 
Music/Temple University 

Seminary: Brite Divinity School 

Home Church: University UMC Fort Worth 

Presently Serving: Glen Rose FUMC 
Spouse: Katja Kim 
Children: Eva and Phoebe 
 

PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 
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John Rudolph Tiquia Villamor 
College: University of Santo Tomas (Philippines) 

Seminary: Brite Divinity School 

Home Church: Smithfield UMC 
Presently Serving: Smithfield UMC 

 

Lori J. Silvestri 
College: Eastern Illinois University 

Seminary: Brite Divinity School 

Home Church: White’s Chapel 

Presently Serving: White’s Chapel 

Spouse: Scott Silverstri 
Children: Benjamin, Samuel, & Hannah 
Sponsors: Rev. Todd Renner, Rev. Joy Roberson 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DEACONS IN FULL CONNECTION 
 

Brandie Michelle Spletzer 
College: University of New Mexico 

Seminary: Perkins School of Theology 

Home Church: Wm C. Martin UMC 

Spouse: Matthew Spletzer 

Children: Joseph Spletzer & Samuel Spletzer 
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Brenda Brooks-Alexander 
College: Paul Quinn College 

Seminary: Perkins School of Theology 

Home Church: Alliance of Faith UMC - Ennis 

Presently Serving: Campus Drive UMC 
Spouse: LC Alexander 
Children: Kentrall Brooks, LaTesha 

Alexander,Cameron Alexander, 
Tiffanie Alexander 

 

Joshua Scott Pruett 
College: Texas Tech University 

Seminary: N/A 
Home Church: Early UMC 
Presently Serving: Moody FUMC & Moody Leon UMC 

Spouse: Tisha Pruett 
Children: Tanna Pruett, Tara Pruett 
 

Dennis Rejeck 
College: Texas State Technical 

Seminary: Perkins School of Theology 

Home Church: Moody Leon/First Waco 

Presently Serving: Morgan Mill UMC/ Bluffdale UMC 
Spouse: Kathy Rejeck 

Children: Micah Rejeck, wife Zicen, 
granddaughter Zelda, Jessica 
Kocian, husband Cody, 

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
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Kevin Dwaine Anderson 
College: Texas Tech University 

Seminary: Brite Divinity School 

Home Church: FUMC Lubbock 

Presently Serving: Trinity UMC - Arlington 

Spouse: Kathy Anderson 
Children: Carson Anderson & Courtney Anderson 
Sponsors: Rev. Dr. Lisa Neslony, Rev. Margret Fields 
 

Deborah Jeanne Creagh 
College: Northern Illinois University 

Seminary: Perkins School of Theology 

Home Church: White’s Chapel UMC 

Presently Serving: Sardis UMC & FUMC Ferris 
Spouse: Michael M. Creagh 

Children: Katherine & Michael Denny, Theodore & 
Autumn Creagh, Daniel & Keriann Creagh 

Sponsors: Rev. Debra Crumpton, Rev. Brady Johnston 
 

Thomas Keith Mitchell 
College: University of Texas at Arlington 

Seminary: Perkins School of Theology 

Home Church: First Methodist Mansfield 

Presently Serving: First Methodist Mansfield 

Spouse: Eden Mitchell 
Children: Elias Mitchell, June Mitchell 
Sponsors: Rev. David Alexander, Rev. Joseph Nader 
 

ELDERS IN FULL CONNECTION 
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Carly Alison Payne 
College: McMurry University 

Seminary: Boston University School of Theology 

Home Church: FUMC Glen Rose 

Presently Serving: Grapevine FUMC 
Sponsors: Rev. Mike Ramsdell, Rev. Grant Palma 
 

Ramiro Rodriguez Jr. 
College: Southern Illinois University 

Seminary: Brite Divinity School 

Home Church: Alliance UMC 

Presently Serving: FUMC Arlington 

Spouse: Lisa Rodriguez 

Children: Emma Rodriguez & Trace Rodriguez 

Sponsors: Rev. Chris Hayes, Rev. Kay Lancaster 
 

ELDERS INFULL CONNECTION (cont’d.) 
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Please ask an usher if you need assistance. 
Please silence all mobile devices. 

 
Prelude “Elegy” 

 
*Call to Worship (based on Acts 17) 

Leader: In God, we live, move, and exist; 

People: We celebrate those who helped others know that God 
exists by the way they lived and by the way they moved. 

Leader: Therefore, as God’s offspring, we have no need to imagine 
that God is like a golden or stone image, made by human hands. 

 
People: We celebrate those who inspired others to envision a 
bigger God. 

by G. T. Thalben-Ball 
Peggy Graff, Organ 

 
Rev. Louis Carr 

*Opening Hymn “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” UMH #158 

 
Welcome & Greeting 

 
Rev. Lance Marshall 

 
Scripture Ephesians 3:14-21 (NRSV) 

 
Mr. Jeff Roper 

 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you 
may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit 17 and that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may 
have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Hymn “Hymn of Promise” UMH 707 
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A Litany of (Re)Imagination (based on Ephesians 3) Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 

Leader: This is why we kneel before the Father; 
People: Every group, every section, every band; 

Leader: To ask God to strengthen us, all of us, 
People: In our inner selves, from the riches of his glory through the Spirit. 

Leader: We remember those who did this well; 
People: Those who, in every season, prayed that Christ would dwell in the hearts 

of those whom they were charged to love. 

Leader: They loved when it was easy; they loved when it was hard; 
People: And they prayed for the power to comprehend, with all the saints, 

the breadth and length and height and depth of the love of Christ. 

Leader: Now they are saints themselves, 
People: And their work in this world is complete 

Leader: But our work goes on; 
People: To do as the saints have done, 

Leader: To point to the glory of the One who is able to do far more than we could ever ask, 
People: Or even imagine. 

Leader: Now we re-imagine the task of discipleship; 
People: Like the saints before us, we follow Christ even when Christ calls us beyond 

where our eyes can see. 

Leader: We remember and give thanks; 
People: We remember and look forward. 

Remembering the Saints 

The congregation is invited to stand during the reading of the names of the saints. After each name is read and a 
bell is tolled, the congregation will respond, “Thank you, Lord, for this your servant.” 

Clergy Clergy Spouses 
Georgia Mae Ellis Allen Jacqueline Kay Madden Baker 
John Paul Aymond, Jr.  Zilla Rose Partee 

Troy C. Clinesmith Amanda Jean Robinson 
Donald Sloan Elrod Claire Ann Stegman 

James Talbott "Gus" Guthrie  Celia Sue Taylor 
Lillie Ilena Marie Helm Reuben Douglas Tye, Jr. 

Cynthia Marie Lee  Nancy Carol Williams 
Maureen Baldock Mathias 
John Patton “Pat” McClatchy 

John Kendric McKee 
Marvin R. Moore 

John Clifford Robertson, Jr. 
 

Thecongregation may be seated at the end of the reading of the names. 

We gladly honor the request of the familyof John Travis Franklin to remember Travis at the 2023 Annual Conference. 
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Lay members from all of our Central Texas Conference churches have been remembered during the annual meetings of 
their respective District Conferences. Memorial books with the names of those lay members from each district are 

present at the altar this morning. 
 

Asthe name of each district is called, the members of that district will stand as they are able. 
 

After the name of the district is read and a bell is tolled, the entire congregation will respond with 
“Thank you, Lord, for these your servants.” 

 
Themembers of that district may then be seated. 

 

Central District |East District | New Church Start District 

North District | South District |West District 
 
 
 

Hymn “It Is Well With My Soul” UMH 377 

 
*Benediction 

 
Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 

 
Postlude Recessional (from “Nine Pieces”) 

 
Gordon Young 

Andy Rose, Organ 
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BRITTON UMC 
Jan Lancaster 
Jennifer Lancaster Tedder Thompson 
Billy Thompson 
Mack Thompson 
Nina Thompson 
Sue Thompson 

 
CAYOTE UMC 
Joann Bevan 
Christine McMillan 
Betty McMillan 

 
CENTRAL UMC (WACO) 
Eula Mae Ashley 
Frances Geneva-Heine Barger 
Mary Katherine Christian 
Margret Eliza Dickerson 
Ben Wortham Hough 
Donna Lynn Makowski 
Barbara Ann Owens 
Van Thurman Parrigin 
Ashley Ann Radde 
Charles Coleman Roden 
Lois Chapman Ruff 
Thomas Ray Spillar 
Gladys Luerisse Watsin ‘Nance’ 
Sandra Sue Weaver 

 
CHATFIELD UMC 
Patsy Ashley 
Charlotte Blackmon 

 
CHINA SPRING UMC 
Lisa Cobb 
Deke Hall 
Steve Herbert 
Galyn Musil 

Central District 
CLIFTON FIRST UMC 
Patricia Adams 
Penny Blue 
Myra Clark 
John Fair 
Margaret Gaither 
Donna Mangham 
Barbara Nichols 
Wayne Sisson 
Faye Wallace 
May Wood 

 
COGDELL MEMORIAL UMC  
(WACO) 
Dorothy Van Arman 
Tom Erlanson 
Bob Frederick 
Bobby Hill 
Matlyn Webb 

 
CORSICANA FIRST UMC 
Brenda Cofer 
Patty Conger 
Verna Crook 
Fred Crooke 
Charles (Chuck) French 
Raymond Fulton 
Mary Gladney 
Pat Goodman 
Erin Moebius 
Kay Sharp 
Billie Sheppard 
Billie Slaydon 
Ann York 

 
COVINGTON UMC 
George Millard Graig, Jr. 
Treasure Hawhee 

 
CRANFILLS GAP FIRST UMC 
Rev. C. A. Mangham 

 
CRAWFORD FIRST UMC 
David Glenn Hodges 
David Clarence Miller 
Sherron (Sherri) Kay Hill Seale 
Charles Tracy Slaughter 

 
 
FERRIS HEIGHTS UMC  
(WAXAHACHIE) 
Richard Moir 
Bobbie Moseley 
Elwands Pevehouse 

 
GROESBECK FIRST UMC 
Susan Hughes 
Sue Waller 

 
HEWITT FIRST UMC 
Doris Dollins 
Ruby Krueger 

 
HILLSBORO FIRST UMC 
Charles Blair 
Jimmy Cribbs 
Edith Dandridge 
Bobby Henderson 
Ricky Merkel 
Dick Sills 
Dennis Sonnenburg 
Pat Ward 

 
IREDELL FIRST UMC 
Eleanor Doris Chaffin 
James David Porter 

 
ITASCA FIRST UMC 
Mary Virginia ‘Kemp’ Freeland 

 
KERENS UMC 
Ken Johnston 
Margaret McClure 

 
KING MEMORIAL UMC (WHITNEY) 
Brenda Coursey 
Rev. Allie Davenport 
Bill Reaves 

 
KOPPERL UMC 
Cathy Baugh 

 
LAKE SHORE UMC (WACO) 
Elizabeth Green Bianchi 
Wincie Cannon 
Clifford Lee Fagan 
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LAKESIDE UMC (STREETMAN) 
Emmett Marshall 
J. T. Morelan 

 
LAKEVIEW UMC (WACO) 
Barbara Aimer 
Florrie Hammons 
Glover Laird 

 
LORENA UMC 
Gene Cox 
Virginia Ivy 
Gene Kuehl 
Shirley Swank 

 
MAYPEARL FIRST UMC 
Charles Proffitt 

 
MERIDIAN FIRST UMC 
Betty Alexander 
Jim Davis 
Olen Hardwick 
Ed McMahon 

 
ONE FELLOWSHIP UMC (WACO) 
Donald Anderson 
Josie Battle 
Louis Black 
Kenneth Cashaw 
Freda Cross 
Ruth Duffey 
Rhonda Evans 
Stella Evans 
Lucille Jackson 
Johnnie Lockhart 
Garlin Long 
Donnie Rice 
Lovie Stanley 
Shirley Walker 
Brenda Harris White 
Clephrus Wilkerson 
Gloria Wilkerson 
Lucille Evans Williams 

Central District (cont’d) 

OVILLA UMC 
Billy Dickey 
Peggy Dickey 
Danny Douthit 
Erika Pruitt 
Sam Simmons 
Don Stringfellow 
Janet Stringfellow 
Glen Waits 

 
PERRY UMC (RIESEL) 
Ernest Dreyer 
Sherry Kroll 
Larry Schroeder 
Emeline Wieting 
Deanna Zander 

 
PERRY CHAPEL UMC (CRAWFORD) 
Carolyn Mainor 

 
RED OAK FIRST UMC 
Lional Hazard 
James Shaw 
Rev. Bobby D. Wilkie 
Shannon Wilson 

 
THORNTON UMC 
Linda Watson 

 
VALLEY MILLS FIRST UMC 
Ricky Cecil 
Linda Garten 
Kathy Pettit 

 
WAXAHACHIE FIRST UMC 
Ronald ‘Ron’ George Bowler 
Margaret ‘Peggy’ Carley 
Charles ‘Charlie’ Robert Flowers 
Eugene ‘Gene’ Hall 
Georgianna Jacoby 
Bettie Jean Adams Johnston 
Polly Jones 
William Michael ‘Mike’ Kelley 
Shirley Claunch Martin 
Kenneth Wayne Payne 
Wayne Niel Shipp 
Jerry Donald Smith 
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ALLIANCE UMC 
Judy Barentine 
Norman Colaluca 
Carol Hillebrand 
Roger Kunz 
Ruth Mattison 
Maurice Smith 

 
ARBORLAWN UMC 
Jim Ainslie 
Russell Bracy 
Henry Burnham 
Peggy Cooke 
Mike Denison 
Piercce Doan 
Bonnie Emerson 
Anne Frierson 
Robert Fulks 
Thomas Gates 
Mike Graeber 
Bill Hart 
Emory Hilton 
Bill Hulsey 
Carol Kallmeyer 
Toni Knight 
Gordon Kuhne 
Jim Maberry 
Edna Manning 
Evelyn McKimmey 
Judy McLaughlin 
Sam McQuerns 
Robert Miller 
Libby Patterson 
Flora Pettit 
Ted Reeves 
Deanna Ruckle 
Don Russell 
Donald Sanders 
Marc Stevens 
Amon Wade 
James Wood 
Paul Wright 

East District 
ARLINGTON FIRST UMC 
Rheta Avary 
Dexter Betts 
Margaret Bradshaw 
Freddy Brewer 
Linnea Burke 
JoAnn Bushart 
Barbara Carpenter 
Janet Davis 
Ellis Elliott 
Howard Gudgell 
Bruce Hamberlin 
George Harrison 
Ella Hatfield 
Jerry Hatfield 
Bill Hinds 
Jean Kegans 
Bill McConnell 
Janna McDonald 
Margaret McKleskey 
Jim Milburn 
Ruth Nowlin 
Joe Riddle 
Jim Roberson 
Phyllis ‘Penny’ Smith 
Don Starnes 
Ann Stockton 
Rowena Taliaferro 
Mark Thornton 
Lee Ward 
Bruce Wetmore 

 
ASH LANE UMC EULESS 
Ann Barton Burns 
Billie Jo Kemp 
Betty Irene Overstreet 

 
AZLE FIRST UMC 
Ruth Autry 
Sue Bearden 
Margery Cook 
Burl Fonville 
Sharon Goble 
Gene Hargrove 
Marvin Kimmey 
Weven Kimmey 
Vi Schaefer 
Fred Weir 

 

BEDFORD FIRST UMC 
Janice Agee 
Carl Bass 
Jill Catinella 
Carol Earney 
Loyd Eubanks 
Sherma Shone 
Charles Wecker 

 
BENBROOK UMC 
Agnes Cassady 
Levoy Gilstrap 
Jean Hefty 
Thurman Hefty 
Wilson McPherson 
Sherry Plunkett 

 
BURLESON FIRST UMC 
Mary Ruth Arnold 
Robert Arnold 
Jim Barbee 
Mitch Bartee 
Vera Calvin 
Charles Clark 
Steve Cornish 
Doris Jo Haas 
Paul Lewis 
Don Mann 
Marilyn Mitchell 
Dave Reinhartsen 
Marti Rice 
Paul Sheperd 
Betty Slawson 
Charlie Sumner 
Madeline Vary 
Philo Waters 
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East District (cont’d) 
 

CITY POINT UMC 
Georgia Duncan 
L.C. “Gil” Gilstrap 
Janice “Gigi” Hancock 
Lynda Homer 
Inez Howe 
Helen King 
Frank Kirkland 
Janet Kuchenmeister 
Thelma Martin 
Lou Morgan 
Bettye Jo Wiley 
Weldon Wynn 

 
COLLEYVILLE UMC 
Charles ‘Tommy’ Thompson 
Harold Trammell 

 
CROWLEY UMC 
Charles Atkinson 
Ray Cunningham 
Linda Duncan 
Jeanne Horne 
George Horton 
Marlene Skarin 
Geraldine Stevens 
Terrie Williams 

 
EDGE PARK UMC (FORT 
WORTH) 
Doris Bedunah 
Beverly Carter 
Charlotte Gambill 
Norman Goessler 
Charlie Krueger 
Helen Milner 
David Strother 
Sandra Svendsen 
Audrey Weaver 
Janet Elaine Woodman 
Lola Ann Young 

 
EPWORTH UMC (ARLINGTON) 
William ‘Bill’ Chapman 
Charlyne Cook 
Stan Dimmick 
Joan Lee 

EPWORTH UMC (cont’d) 
Sabra Nesbit 
John Kevin Odom 
Madelyne Zadille 

 
FORT WORTH FIRST UMC 
Allison Abedin 
Charles Anderson 
Charles Anderson 
Cy Baird 
Jo Beavers 
Michael Brown 
Courtland Canterbury 
Martha Carroll 
Lewellyn Carruthers 
Wanda Cook 
John Crawford 
Lezlie Culver 
Donna Darrah 
Diane Dryden 
Larry Eason 
Ralph Fagan 
Travis Franklin 
Jesse Garcia 
Bobbie Gaspard 
Marilyn Gasser 
Sam Gill 
Lorayne Goodwin 
John Harrington 
Doug Harris 
Dixie Harwell 
Frances Hill 
Nancy Hill 
Elizabeth Howard 
Martha Jirik 
Merrilyn Lewellen 
John Mackrell 
Ann Maddox 
Ann Millican 
Rick Mills 
Bobby Mixson 
Ernest Nance 
Janice Pyeatt 
Susan Reid 
Susan Schenck 
Steven Shaw 

FORT WORTH FIRST UMC  
(cont’d) 
Stanley Shepelwich 
Claire Stegman 
Betty Swyers 
Mark Thornton 
Linda Vick 
Patricia Wall 
Carlton White 
Lura Whitfield 
F.A. Wirth 
Jack Wood 
Gary Woody 
Shirley Wooldridge 
Barbara Wren 

 
GENESIS UMC (FT.WORTH) 
Suzanne Alexander 
Evelyn Anderson 
Don Chandler 
Gwen Gibson 
Lois Harris 
Edmund Klinger 
Jerrye McDonald 
Franklin Myers 
Dorothy Nowlin 
Patty Streater 
Judy Vinyard 

 
GOOD SHEPHERD UMC 
June Armstrong 
Jim Adams 
Inez Corder 
James Furr 
Christine Helton 
Tammy Kirchener 
Cindy Lopez 
Eunice Mauldin 
Wally Place 
Ruth Ryan 
Jean Tetens 
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GRAPEVINE FIRST UMC 
Linda Barraclough 
Julia Beck 
Patricia Butler 
William Cherry 
Paul Ernst 
Odell Evartt 
Amanda Foust 
Robbie Hancock 
Harold (Gene) Harmon 
Carol Hoffmeyer 
Brian James 
Leonora (Nora) Kirkman 
Carolee Logan 
Donald Myers 
Carol Plowman 
David Wheaton 

 
HURST FIRST UMC 
Mike Allen 
Alice Bien 
Melba Bien 
Debi Blankenship 
Arlyn Brown 
Susie Canafax 
Garnet Candelaria 
Martha Creecy 
Ann Culver 
Vera Dose 
Dale Eddy 
Randy Edwards 
Ronald Gentry 
Mike Goode 
Dave Griffin 
Kathryn Grimm 
Grace Harvey 
Vernie Hefler 
Freddie Hill 
Elaine Huckabee 
Mele Hufanga 
Paul Hufanga 
Ruth Huie 
Judy King 
Gwen Martin 
Thelma Martin 
Jay Middlebrooks 

East District (cont’d) 

HURST FIRST UMC (cont’d) 
Dorcas Monroe 
Debbie Neighbors 
Norman Parkey 
John Richmond 
Dean Shipp 
James Sime 
Lola Spay 
Sue Stuyck 
Alice Thonesen 
Earl Thonesen 
Joyce Tice 
Shirley Wernicke 
Jack Woodruff 

 
KELLER FIRST UMC 
Carole Marie Churchill 
Harley Eaton 
Carol Ann Hillebrand 
Wayne Ward 

 
KENNEDALE FIRST UMC 
James Cox 
Shae Hamrick 
Patricia Elaine Maxey 

 
LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP 
UMC 
Terry Chenoweth 
Billy Hattendorf 
George Hollis 
Betty West 
Bob Williams 
Teresa Vargas 
Delores Ynostroza 

 
MANSFIELD FIRST UMC 
Duane Arber 
Steve Axe 
Ken Black 
Kim Borowy 
Elizabeth Brost 
Nancy Cosgrove 
Jean Desha 
Marvin Gatlin 
Gerry Gilman G.A Green 

 

MANSFIELD FIRST UMC (cont’d) 
Jerry Jones 
Fay Lax 
Jackie Leasor 
Greg Long 
John Paul Morgan 
Skip Mumme 
Carol Shelby 
Nancy Smith 
Bill Timms 
Charlotte White 
Patricia Wilson 

 
MCMILLAN UMC (FT. WORTH) 
Alice Gray 
Joe Strong 
Christopher McBeth 
Mearlean Patton 

 
MEADOWBROOK-POLY UMC 
Ken Allibon 
Anita Bowers 
Ruth Grimm 
Jo Hudgins 
JoAnn Jenkins 
Dean McLaughlin 
Cathy Peacock 
Cecil Sumpter 
Penny Tanner 
Bettie Zinberg 

 
MORNINGSIDE UMC 
Freddie Nuttroy 
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NEW WORLD UMC (ARLINGTON) 
Jerry Bagley 
John Cash 
Terry Dunklin 
Betty Fyke 
Adam Goodell 
Jim Hall 
Mildred Hall 
Amanda Heathcott 
Jim Holland 
Rachel Nolen 
Nancy Persinger 
Dan Prichard 
Donna Quick 
Jean Warner 
Bonnie Williams 
Lorene Willow 

 
RIVER OAKS UMC (FT. WORTH) 
Evelyn Collins 
Earnestine Williams 

 
SAGINAW UMC 
Glen Baker 
Faye Dell Bicknell 
Joyce Byrd 
Manning Cook 
Wilda Cross 
Linda Dumas 
Clarence Hidy 
Charles Wheeler 
Elizabeth William 

 
SMITHFIELD UMC 
Jackie Baird 
Richard Culbertson 
Linda Martin 
Charlie Pruett 
Nita Thomas 

 
ST. ANDREWS’ UMC (ARLINGTON) 
Calvin Phillips 

East District (cont’d) 

ST. BARNABAS UMC 
Sue Bain 
Olive Boyer 
Frieda Buesing 
William “Bill” Day 
Mary Dougherty 
Nancy Nightingale 
Barbara Patrie 
Carl Paustian 

 
ST. JOHN THE APOSTLE UMC 
Cynthia Allspaw 
Linda Helsper 
Mary Jane Hillyard 
Michael Klug 
Carol Whitlow 
ST. LUKE UMC - FT WORTH 
Charles Ashley, Sr. 
Barbara Bell 
Betty Crawford 
Polly Garner 
Ina Hay 
Cathy Henderson 
Bill Hood 
Betty Schubert 
Mary Beth Wells 

 
ST. PAUL UMC - HURST 
Jim Appleby 
Gladys Bruton 
Dorothy Eisen 
Mel Fuller 
Nina Mae Haffke 
Nancy Johnson 
Laura McMinn 
Chuck Rotruck 
Ed Tipton 

 
ST. STEPHEN UMC 
Evelyn Andrews 
William Bland 
Laura Kelly 
Lindy Lewis 

 

TRINITY UMC - ARLINGTON 
Wanda Agnew 
Wayne Agnew 
Harvey Atchison 
Jacque Baker 
J.L. Bass 
Bruce Betzner 
Anita Clendening 
Bob Cull 
John Elliott 
Jim Evans 
Barbara Fortenbaugh 
Gayle Fortenberry 
Rogers Gardner 
Liz Harlan 
Frances Hennigan 
Sarah Holtman 
Patsy Jenkins 
Janet Jester 
Terry Jones 
Werner Koch 
Rae Lester 
Linda Lollar 
Nancy Madison 
Laylan McMahan 
Sharon Mullanax 
Peggy Pokrifcsak 
Barbara Randolph 
Ann Stevenson 
Tony Stone 
Joe Terry 
June Tomlinson 
Virginia Whiddon 
Dick Wilkinson 
Mike Williams 

 
UNCHARTED-WESLEY UMC 
Albert Bimpeh 
Sidney Nkyi 

 
UNIVERSITY UMC (FT. WORTH) 
Hobby Porcher 
Doris Tijerina 
Redmond Warren 
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East District (cont’d) New Church Start District 
 

WESTERN HILLS UMC 
Tamera Austin 
Ralph Fagan 
Jann Green 
Rosemary Newton 
Marvin P. Rudd 
Mary Rogers Wright 

 
WHITE’S CHAPEL UMC 
Ian Anthony 
Gwenda Barker 
Suzy Bell 
Jessie Butler 
Nicco Cole 
Linda Everett 
Vernon Goodman 
Ramona Hall 
Betty Hansen 
Verna Harpham 
Don Hestilow 
George Hopper III 
Jane Huff 
Margaret Hutchins 
Carolyn Johnston 
Janice Jones 
Stephanie Long 
Laura Luedtke 
Vanessa Luper 
Charlotte Miller 
Elaine Osborn 
Audrey Rittenhouse 
Robin Robbins 
Jim Roberson 
Skip Roberts 
Pat Roberts 
Merrill Stacy 
Debby Stevenson 
Colby Swagerty 
John Sweeny 
Jason Thomas 
Jeff Thomas 
Brad Walker 
Jane Winkler 
Bonnie Word 
Stan Yeats 
Jim Yost 
Geraldine Zillions 

WM. C. MARTIN UMC 
Virginia Browning 
JoLou Christensen 
Rosemary Dawes 
Jay Gilpin 
Alilia Kongaika 
Kay LeClaire 
John Longyear 
Walt Milligan 
Melissa Norton 
Dean Stackfleth 

EVERMAN UMC 
Mary Balch 
Ed Bohm 
Alva Burns 
Donnie Garrett 
Dee Dee Osby 
Ruby Reynolds 
Earl Weber 

 
GRACE METHODIST METROPLEX 
Mrs. Rhonda “Rochelle” Cooper 

 
WOORI UMC 
Soon Hanson 
James Edward Herren 
Dong Il Kim 
Chae Swann 
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ACTON UMC 
Juanita Ball 
Brenda Barnes 
May Bingham 
Milton Bird 
Charles Bolton 
Candy Cane 
Stacey Dolan 
Keri Fleming 
Joe Fowler 
Shay Griffin 
Steve Hunt 
Karen Isliker 
Iris Kemp 
Ruby Koonsman 
Bill Mahaffey 
Bob Miller 
Alecia Morrison 
Jim Scott 
Danny Shipman 
Marvilynn Shuler 
Roslie Sibilsky 
Arlene Sturman 
Peggy Sutphin 
Gerald Williamson 
Kenny Wilson 
David Winingham 

 
ALEDO UMC 
Lisa Bransom 
Bill Burt 
Robert Reed 
John Schoolfield 
Brooks Smith 
Diane Stavens 

 
ALVARADO FIRST UMC 
Lonna Bruner 
John Frye 
John Hart 
Joe Marcum 
Billy Lewis McDonell 
Bobby Dale Morris 
Dewayne Richters 
Hazel Stillwell 
Jimmie York 

North District 
ANNETTA UMC 
Rosemary Carr 
Jewell Marie Howard 

 
BETHEL UMC (WEATHERFORD) 
Linda Louise Gaskill 

 
BETHESDA UMC 
Eileen Erichsen 
Peggy Harden 
Robert Milner 
Rosalynn Wheelberg 

 
BROCK UMC 
Mike Wortman 

 
CAHILL UMC 
Jerrene Sanders 

 
CLEBURNE FIRST UMC 
Joe Davis 
Sandra Farrington 
Richard Helmcamp 
George Franklin Hyde 
Patsy Lillard 
Ewell Michael Prater 
Phyllis Robinson 
Lowell Smith, Jr. 
Monte Swatzell 

 
COUTS MEMORIAL UMC 
Patricia Holt 
Richard Mayfield 
Jean McKinney 
Naomi Stewart 
Pam Torbett 
Waymond Torbett 
Merilyn Vantine 
Betty Weeden 

 
 
GODLEY UMC 
Jim Conlin 
John Donica 
Rosemary Fuller 
Bobby Green 
Jim Huff 
Louann Parks 
Doris Prather 
Diane Plunk 

 
GRANBURY FIRST UMC 
Curtis Allen 
Jo Cato 
Judy Coates 
Dean Conley 
Tommie Dumas 
Allen Engerer 
Dennis Gregory 
Carol Hall 
Iris Justice 
Mary Lillard 
Bobby Mabery 
Roy Malone 
Mike McLaurin 
Jene McMeans 
James Newman 
Willard Rollins 
Sue Thompson 
Richard Zoller 

 
HOLDER’S CHAPEL UMC 
Carolyn Frazier 
Dave Larsen 
Don Nickell 

 
JOSHUA FIRST UMC 
Keith Beck 
Virginia Campbell 
Christine Duvall 
David Kelley 
Travis King 
Edis Sluder 

 
SILVER CREEK UMC 
Donna Hurley 
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North District (cont’d) 
 

SPRINGTOWN UMC 
Harry Melton Harms 
Rudolph Werner Louwien, Jr. 
Julia Ann Huddleston Moseley 

 
ST. MARK UMC 
Jack Browder 
Dennis Dawkins 
Billye Moore 
Joe Poteet 
Betty Recer 
Stacy Richardson 
Doris Scott 

 
TEMPLE HALL UMC 
Mode Bert (M.B.) Smith, Jr. 

 
TOLAR UMC 
Diane Hittson 
Nancy Hoffman 

 
WAPLES UMC 
Juanita Gilliam 
Gene Wise 
Joann Massey 

 
WATTS CHAPEL UMC 
Gary Cole 
Sue Taylor 
Karen Martin 

WEATHERFORD FIRST UMC 
Lanny Long 
Ron Schuster 
Pat Nielsen 
Linda Barker 
Dorothy Taylor 
Alicia Carbajal 
Hazel Dawn Queen McDavid 
Boone Wolfenberger 
Sue Davidson 
Fred Shipley 
Ron Appleby 
Jeanne Grogan 
Jerry Ryan 
Jewel Kinser 
Tom Loughrey, Sr. 
Sherry Magee 
Terry McFarling 

 
WESLEY MEMORIAL UMC 
Danny Barnett 
Brenda White 
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BARTLETT UMC 
Frances Franz 
Eloisa Rodriguez 

 
BELTON FIRST UMC 
Gary Busby 
Robert (Bob) Carlisle 
Corliss George 
Ben Harrison 
Carolyn Harrison 
Barry Jensen 
Christopher Jones 
Carolyn Kirk 
Charlie Lewellen 
Frances McGuyer 
Kathy Myers 
Ray Terlouw 

 
BRUCEVILLE-EDDY UMC 
Mary Ann Dameron 
Brandi Park 

 
EVANT UMC 
Ashley Conner 

 
FLORENCE UMC 
Willie Faye Atkinson 
Warren Broadstreet 
Marie Knauth 

 
GATESVILLE FIRST UMC 
Dixene Allison 
Wayland Corgill 
Donnie Gartman 
Rex Huse 
Bill Hutka 
Ray Martin 
Barbara Miller 
Carol Smith 

South District 
GEORGETOWN FIRST UMC 
Janis Anderson 
Tom Barlow 
LaVaughn Bray 
Norine Collier 
Ida Lou Collins 
Julie Fuschak 
Loretta Gahagan 
Wiley Gilmore 
Mildred Harris 
David Lawrence 
Joe McMaster 
Bob Mullins 
Leighton Palmerton 
Gerry Parker 
Veta Percy 
Donald Pfiester 
Charles Robinson 
Hartley Sappington 
Dru Skaggs 
Doug Smith 
Jim Turley 

 
GRACE UMC (COPPERAS COVE) 
Jim Barnum 
Cheryl Kielman 
Bob Love 
Darrell McDonald 
Marjorie Mitchell 
Nelson Schmidt 
Becky Simpson 
Beth Smith 
Effie Townsend 
Ralph Wright 

 
HICO FIRST UMC 
Jeannie Baley 
Cynthia Golightly 
Carla Peacock 

 
HUTTO DISCOVERY UMC 
Clarice Hanstrom 
Stephen Thorne 

 
 
JOURNEY OF FAITH UMC  
(ROUND ROCK) 
Barbara Graham 

 
KILLEEN FIRST UMC 
Kum Detweiler 
Wendell Kearney 
Robert McMinn 
Roosevelt Smith 
Phillip Swartz 
Betty Szczepanski 
Charles Wallis 
Richard White 

 
MOODY FIRST UMC 
Kathy Ellis 
Judy Hillyard 

 
MOODY LEON UMC 
Donald Frits 

 
NOLANVILLE FIRST UMC 
James Butler 
Connally Markham 
Julia Miles 
Mike Moore 

 
OAK PARK UMC (TEMPLE) 
Gene Bingham 
Jack Collier 
Fred Gunter 
Allene Cook Hardt 
Betty Lange 
Lois Lowery 
Winifred Mellette 
Dale Ringwald 
Royce Swaim 

 
PALMER FIRST UMC 
Doug Dickinson 
Joe Heard 
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South District (cont’d) 
 
 
ROUND ROCK FIRST UMC 
Cathey Boedeker 
Judy Bowman 
Wendell Charette 
Don Childs 
Kori Crow 
Joyce Greinert 
Pearl Grove 
Don Hestand 
Yvonne Jergins 
Mary Kidd 
Kevin Kocher 
O’Dell Lumpkin 
Charlie Mapp 
Layne McDaniel 
Pat McGee 
Patsy Middleton 
Russ Peterman 
Jeff Scruggs 
Fayrene Zimmerman 

 
ROSEBUD FIRST UMC 
Billy Allen 
Sean Allen 

 
PIDCOKE UMC 
Cindy Venable 

 
SALADO UMC 
Judith Comstock 
Mary Hodge 
Jim Hodgin 
Bob Kennedy 
Marsha Brown Oborne 
Mary Robertson 
Lynn Stonestreet 

 
ST. ANDREW’S UMC (KILLEEN) 
Larry Aldrich 
Jennifer Callis 
Samuel Gilbert 
Leita Godwin 
Robert Morgan 
Donna Sharp 
James Webb 
Jewel Williams 
Jean Wright 

 
ST. JOHN’S UMC (GEORGETOWN) 
Anna Aiken 
Lavern Bizzell 
Harold Bloomquist 
Anderson (CJ) Clellen 
Thelma Munson 
Meredith Judy Perry 
Bacchus Reb 
Mildred Roemer 
Dorothy Schmidt 
Malcolm Wells 

 
ST. PHILIP’S UMC (ROUND ROCK) 
Rick Bennett 
Debra Craig 
Fran Whitley 

 
TENTH STREET UMC (TAYLOR) 
Joan Harvey 
Tommie Carolyn Johnson 
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West District 
 

BALLINGER FIRST UMC 
Bobby Beddo 
Billie Brown 
Jerry Chappa 
David Cowart 
Dorothy Dankworth 
Larry Hays 
Leslie Piel 

 
BANGS FIRST UMC 
Deral Lawton Edwards 

 
BLANKET UMC 
Larry Ehrke 

 
BRECKENRIDGE FIRST UMC 
Sue Barrier 
Jim Bob Coody 
Barbara Goodall 
Ruth Green 
Bob Green 
Linda Harrie 
Derek Hayes 

 
CENTRAL BROWNWOOD UMC 
Barbara Gilley 
Gary Kinkade 

 
CENTRAL MINERAL WELLS UMC 
Betty Brogdon 
Gladys Cowley 

 
COLEMAN FIRST UMC 
David Morgan 
Mary D. Morgan 
Cassandra Schultz 
Charlene Snodgrass 
Louise Thompson 

COMANCHE FIRST UMC 
Glenda Albin 
Nancy Armstrong 
James Robert Arthur 
Jean Donald 
Jan James 
Pauletta Myers 
Carl Williams 

 
CROSS PLAINS FIRST UMC 
Brock Cooper 
Richard (Dick) Grider 
DeLeon First 
Lanette Chupp 
Dianne Donegan 
Kenneth Golden 
Barbara Howell 
Bob Howell 
Linda Hudson 
Waylon Moore 
Arlene Pies 
Kayla Rice 

 
DUBLIN FIRST UMC 
Jo Ann Herrin 

 
EARLY FIRST UMC 
Mike Hampton 
James Hullum 
Larry Pemberton 
Mary Williams 

 
EASTLAND FIRST UMC 
Kenneth Underhill 
Alice Jane Davidson 
Wayne Jones 
Raymond Threet 
Keith Watkins 

 
EMANUEL FIRST UMC 
Mrs. Carol Spratt 

 
GORDON UMC 
Kay Tiblets 

GOULDBUSK UMC 
Charlie Avants 
Mona Turner 

 
JEAN UMC 
Pat Routon 

 
LAKE BROWNWOOD FIRST UMC 
Zeta Brooks 

 
MORGAN MILL UMC 
Debra Parker 
Wesley Slimp 

 
MORTON CHAPEL UMC 
Jimmie Pierson 

 
MURRAY/TONK VALLEY UMC 
Sallie Williams 

 
OLNEY UMC 
Runez Bagley 
Merle Bloodworth 
Frances Copeland 
Gaye Davis 
Gary McGee 
Bud Fichte 
Jerry Norris 
Margie Stuteville 
Lee Villalpando 

 
SANTA ANNA FIRST UMC 
Coyita Fae Griffin Bowker 

 
WINTERS FIRST UMC 
Nellie Murphy 
OJ Murray 

 
ZEPHYR UMC 
Robert Glenn ‘Bob’ Bradford 
Betty Halliday 
Bob Loyd 
Marlene Shelton 
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Please ask an usher if you need assistance. 

Please silence all mobile devices. 
 

Gathering Music  

*A Litany of Discipleship Rev. Philip Rhodes 
 
 

The congregation will read the bold text 
Leader: Lord, call us to the mission fields; 
People: Call us to follow and to call others to follow as well. 
Leader: Call us to the public spaces, 
People: Where Jesus encountered the crowds; where the people live and move and exist. 
Leader: Call us to the social places, 
People:Where Jesus ate with tax collectors; where relationships are created and nurtured. 
Leader: Call us to the personal, 
People:Where Jesus washed the disciples’ feet; where mutual support gives birth to trust. 
Leader: Call us to the transparent, 
People: Where Jesus was transfigured; where openness and candor and vulnerability lead to 
the deepest of friendships. 
Leader: And call us, Lord, to the Divine, 
People: Where Jesus and the Father are One; where in our personal relationship with Christ, 
our hearts may be strangely and intimately warmed. 
Leader: Lord, call us to the mission fields; 
People: Call us to follow and to call others to follow as well. 

 
 

*Celebration in Song O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
(vrs. 1-5, 7) 

 

 
Pastoral Prayer 

UMH #57 
Andy Rose, Organ 

 
 
 

Rev. Christy Barto 
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Scripture Reading Acts 14:21-23 (NRSV) Dr. Will Cotton 
After they had proclaimed the good news to that city and had made many disciples, they returned 
to Lystra, then on to Iconium and Antioch. 22 There they strengthened the souls of the disciples 
and encouraged them to continue in the faith, saying, “It is through many persecutions that we 
must enter the kingdom of God.” 23 And after they had appointed elders for them in each church, 
with prayer and fasting they entrusted them to the Lord in whom they had come to believe. 

 
Special Music 

 
 

*Confirming of Appointments Bishop Ruben Saenz 

After much prayer, and through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and with the District 
Superintendents and Staff-Parish Relations Committees, I have completed the confirmation 
of appointments. This is an awesome task. With fear and trembling over this great responsibility 
entrusted to us by God, I, Ruben A. Saenz, Jr., by the authority vested in me as Presiding Bishop 
of the Central Texas Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church, declare the appointments 
for the clergy of this conference to be confirmed as printed and distributed to you. 

Will all who are remaining in their current places of ministry, and the laity from those places 
please stand as you are able? 

Clergy and laity who are standing: God calls us today to continue in ministry together. WE 
celebrate God’s faithfulness and forgiveness in times past, God’s love for us in the preset and 
God’s vision for our shared future. WE stand together in the power and promise of the Holy 
Spirit. God calls us today! 

Will all who are moving to new places of ministry, and the laity who are receiving them, please 
stand as you are able? 

Clergy and laity who are standing: God calls us today to new life, new love and new ministry. 
Together we celebrate the shared promise of joyful service, faithful journeys and spiritual 
renewal through the living Christ. We stand together in the power and promise of the Holy 
Spirit. God calls us today! 

 
*Closing Song Forward Through the Ages UMH #555 
Andy Rose, organ 

*Dismissal with Blessing Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 

Postlude 
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